
CANNABIS BILL COMPARISON
HOUSE BILL 2050

HOUSE BILL 2050

Permitting

Cannabis Tax

Cannabis Tax

Criminal & Social Justice

HOUSE BILL 1899

HOUSE BILL 1899

SENATE BILL 350

SENATE BILL 350

Allows for private sector 
permits for growers?

Yes. Initial and renewal 
fees have been lowered 
compared to Act 16 and 
HB 50.

Maybe? The text of the 
bill is unclear and based 
solely on the discretion of 
the Liquor Control Board.

Yes. 

Does the bill exempt 
medical cannabis sales 
from sales tax?

Yes, HB 2050 continues to 
exempt medical cannabis 
sales from the sales tax.

Yes. But creates retail 
competition with the 
medical cannabis 
program.

No. SB 350 dismantles 
Act 16. Allows for private sector 

processor permits?
Yes. Initial and renewal 
fees have been lowered 
compared to Act 16 and 
HB 50.

Maybe? The text of the 
bill is unclear and based 
solely on the discretion of 
the Liquor Control Board.

Yes. 

Allows for private sector 
dispensary permits?

Yes. Initial and renewal 
fees have been lowered 
compared to Act 16 and 
HB 50.

No. The state will 
control all aspects of the 
retail sale of adult-use 
cannabis, much like state-
controlled liquor stores.

Yes. 
Does the bill provide 
tax breaks for growing 
cannabis on a PA Farm?

Yes. HB 2050 provides a 
10% tax break to growers 
who partner with PA 
farms.

Yes. HB 1899 uses HB 
2050’s language.

Yes, borrows language 
from HB 50/2050.

Allows for craft cannabis 
permits?

No. But, creates an 
environment in which small 
growers, processors, and 
dispensaries will be able 
to inexpensively enter the 
adult-use cannabis market.

No. Yes, but only for growers.

Which state department 
or agency oversees 
adult-use?

The Department of Health, 
which currently oversees 
the Medical Cannabis 
Program.

The Pennsylvania Liquor 
Control Board.

A new bureaucracy would 
be created within the 
Department of Agriculture. 

Does the bill provide 
counties the ability to 
levy a tax on adult-use 
cannabis?

No. HB 2050 allows 
municipalities to levy a tax 
of no more than 3% on 
retail cannabis within their 
municipality.

Yes. No.

Provides money for the 
After-School Program?

Yes. No. All collected taxes 
would be deposited into 
the General Fund.

No.

Does the bill allow for 
homegrown cannabis?

Yes. An individual may grow 
on an area no more than 
50 sq. ft in size which is 
secured. No one may sell 
their homegrown cannabis.

Yes. Allows for 6 plants 
to be grown with no more 
than 3 being mature at 
any time.

Yes. May grow no more 
than 10 plants at any 
time and must pay a $50 
registration fee.

Does the bill provide for 
Cannabis Clean Slate?

Yes. Yes. HB 1899 uses HB 
2050’s language.

No.

Provides money for a 
Mixed Income Housing 
Program?

Yes. No. All collected taxes 
would be deposited into 
the General Fund.

No.

Does the bill 
decriminalize the 
possession of cannabis?

Yes. Yes. HB 1899 uses HB 
2050’s language.

No.

Provides money for 
minority and women 
owned businesses?

Yes. Grants through 
DCED would be available 
to these groups w/
cannabis-related 
businesses.

No. All collected taxes 
would be deposited into 
the General Fund.

Yes, but only minority-
owned businesses.

Does the bill reinstate 
professional licenses 
that were lost due to a 
cannabis related offense?

Yes. Once someone 
has had their record 
expunged, professional 
licenses and registrations 
shall be reinstated.

Yes. HB 1899 uses HB 
2050’s language.

No.

Provides money 
for a Student Loan 
Reimbursement 
Program?

Yes. No. All collected taxes 
would be deposited into 
the General Fund.

No.

Does the bill reinstate 
motor vehicle operation 
privileges that were lost 
due to a cannabis related 
offense?

Yes. Once someone 
has had their record 
expunged, motor vehicle 
operation privileges would 
be reinstated.

Yes. HB 1899 uses HB 
2050’s language.

No.

At what rate is cannabis 
taxed?

It will be a graduated rate 
as follows:
Years 1-2 = 6%
Years 3-4 = 12%
After year 5 = 19%

35%. HB 1899 uses HB 
50 language.

Taxes Adult-Use at 17.5%.

Does the bill provide for 
the release of inmates 
who were imprisoned 
due to a cannabis-related 
incarceration? 

Yes. Once someone 
has had their record 
expunged, they would 
be immediately released 
or discharged from their 
correctional facility.

House Bill 1899 uses HB 
2050’s language.

No.

Does the bill provide 
for expungement 
of cannabis-related 
offenses?

Yes. A person whose 
record reflects a 
cannabis-related offense 
would have their record 
expunged.

Yes. Yes.
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