
Marijuana
& Youth

Adolescents are 
particularly vulnerable to 
harm, given the e�ects of 
cannabis on neurological 

development.1

1 in 6 
marijuana users under 18 

will become addicted.8

Adolescents viewing 
medical marijuana 

advertising are more 
likely to use, and have 
positive views about, 

marijuana.3

Students who smoke 
marijuana may get lower 

grades and may be more 
likely to drop out of 

high school than 
their peers who 

do not use.6
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17%
(1 in 5) of crash 

victims under the 
age of 18 tested 

positive for 
marijuana.5

Marijuana use has been linked to a range of 
mental health problems in teens such as

depression or anxiety2

In 2019,

37.2% of the 
14.5% of Montgomery 

County youth who reported 
vaping, were vaping 
marijuana or hash

oil.4

THC in Dried Plant

THC in Concentrates

<2% in 1960s to 1980s
4% in 1995
17.1% in 2017

up to 90% THC
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THC (delta-9-tetrahydrocannabinol) 
is the psychoactive ingredient in 
marijuana. Through botany and 
chemistry, potency has increased 
dramatically.7
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Heavy metals such as 
nickel, tin, and lead

Cancer-causing 
chemicals

Diacetyl, a 
chemical linked 
to lung disease

What’s inside?

Nicotine
Ultrafine particles 

that can be inhaled 
deep into the lungs

Aldehydes

Teen e-cigarette users are 3.8 times 
more likely to start smoking tobacco 

products compared to non-users.4

All JUUL 
e-cigarettes 
have a high 

level of nicotine. 
According

to the 
manufacturer, a 
single JUUL pod 

contains as 
much nicotine 

as a pack of 20 
cigarettes.1

Text QUIT to 
706-222-QUIT

Vaping can be done with 
any combination of 
flavoring, nicotine, 

marijuana or hash oil.

In 2019,

14.5%
of Montgomery County 

youth reported
vaping3

Also known as vapes, JUUL, e-cigs, 
or mods, e-cigarettes 
have become increasingly popular 
with teens.1  E-cigarettes can lead to 
nicotine addiction and increased risk 
for addiction to other drugs.2

Most vapes contain nicotine, even 
those that claim to be nicotine-free.

Nicotine is highly 
addictive and can harm 

the adolescent brain, 
which continues 
developing until
about age 25.1

Pennsylvania
average is

19%
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