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The mission of PAHRC is to promote the health, dignity, 
and human rights of individuals who use drugs and 
communities impacted by drug use. 

We do this by:

• Increasing knowledge and capacity of those impacted 
by social inequity, criminalization, and stigma

• Educating key decision-makers on effective policy and 
advocating for its implementation

• Building community power and leadership through 
training, outreach and engagement 



Overview of the 
Presentation  

The Problem 

Solution & 
Application  

Into Action Part 1



Is our current response 
to people who use 
drugs keeping our 
community safe ?



Predictably, the number of drug-offense arrests 
since the 1980s has also risen: from less than 

600,000 to nearly 1.7 million in 2017. 

The War on Drugs 



3 Waves of the Overdose Epidemic

Wave 4: Rise in Stimulant-
Related Overdose Deaths
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Key

At Risk of 
Outbreak 

Top 220 
Counties 

Luzerne – 38th

Cambria – 131st

Crawford – 188th

Jurisdictions Experiencing or At-Risk of 
Outbreaks



Soft Tissue Infections

Injecting drugs is associated with skin and soft tissue 
infections (SSTIs), vascular disease, endocarditis, and sepsis. 

These conditions can be deadly. 



Maximizing Science 
Dropping Shame 



Summoned 
1st

responders

Harm Reduction 
is Everywhere!

• Seatbelts

• Condoms

• Airbags

• Designated drivers

• Sunscreen

• Helmets



Reduce the health, social, and legal harms associated with drug use 

Social justice movement –The Harm Reduction Movement recognizes that substance users needs are 
diverse and advocates for policies, resources, and interventions that can meet the diverse needs of 
substance users and their community. 

At the core of the harm reduction is the belief that the development of a substance use disorder does 
not negate the basic and human rights of substance users. 

Meeting people where they are at – Acknowledging the rights of substance users to determine when 
and how they enter recovery.

Harm Reduction Continued



Engaging people who use drugs 
where they are at increases their 
chances of getting access to 
resources that would have 
otherwise been denied to them

Engaging People Where They Are At



Access to Naloxone



How to Access to Naloxone in PA 

• Pharmacy utilizing cash/ 
insurance + standing order 
from Dr Levine 

• PAHARMREDUCTION. 
ORG/Naloxone 



Let’s Forget About Rock Bottom but Maintain Boundaries 

Always 

Sometimes

Never

Setting Boundaries when a loved one is 
using drugs 
• Always – Feels supportive and safe.
• Sometimes – Could represent a slippery 

slope. 
• Never- Doesn’t feel respectful to you or 

your boundaries. 

Forget the term Enabling 



Syringe Service Programs 



“Syringe services programs 
aren’t necessarily the first thing 
that comes to mind when you 
think about a Republican health 
secretary, but we’re in a battle 
between sickness and health, 
between life and death.”

Alex Azar:  2019 National HIV 
Prevention Conference



“Medication-Assisted Recovery” is a 
practical, accurate, and non-
stigmatizing way to describe a pathway 
to recovery made possible by physician-
prescribed and monitored medications, 
along with other recovery supports, e.g., 
counseling and peer support. 

Although no medications cure 
dependence on drugs or alcohol, some can 
play a significant and lifesaving role in 
helping people begin and sustain 
recovery.

Medication Assisted Recovery



• Increase knowledge about drugs 
that are bought and used

• Lead to behavior change & 
adoption of safer consumption 
practices, especially after knowing 
drugs test positive for fentanyl
• Sharing information among 

peers, using with naloxone nearby
• Providers can better engage with 

non-injectors and non-opioid users 
around overdose prevention and 
naloxone use

Fentanyl Test Strips 

Research conducted through Brown University



Overdose Prevention Site 

Ten countries currently allow legal operation of such sites (Australia, Canada, Denmark, France, Germany, 
Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Norway, Spain, and Switzerland).

Implementation of supervised injection sites has been shown to improve individual health, such as overdose 
mortality rates, drug use and enrollment in drug treatment, HIV and viral hepatitis risk, and access to health and 
social services.

Improvements in community health and safety are also noted in neighborhoods with supervised injection sites, 
including reductions in public injection and improperly disposed of syringes, drug related crime, violence in the 
neighborhoods surrounding the site, and in the demand for ambulance services for opioid-related overdoses.

Once implemented, these sites have been found to have high community support, which increases over time. A 
recent study estimated that placing a supervised injection site in a U.S. city would net cost savings of $3.5 million 
(U.S.) per year.



The system must 
change to keep us all 

safe 
Please be part of the change



People feel more 
disillusioned than ever:

Despite apathy, 

advocacyworks!

We are living in a critical 
and historic time, make the 
most of it!

People who advocate for 
the first time are often 
surprised  by the impact 
they have.

Why Advocate?



Identify

• Community Service 

• Community 
Engagement 

• Educational and 
Dynamic Social 
Media Content 

Educate

• Build 
understanding by 
attending an 
Advocacy Training 

• Refine skills by 
attending 
workshops 

• Expand knowledge 
by attending 
webinars 

• Learn about local 
resources in your 
community 

Activate 

• Engage legislators 

• Join or start an  
advocacy team 

• Be a voice of change 

• Become an 
advocacy leader 
with PAHRC 

• Spread the word 
about PAHRC & 
harm reduction 
advocacy



Time for Action 



Thank You
Devin Reaves 

215-316-1118
Devin@Paharmreduction.org

www.paharmreduction.org

@Devin_Reaves 


